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Subject: Ships Colenies + Commerce tokens Lees, William A-D. 141$ -1935 


(SeCe eG.) (Red Deer, Atberta, Conadal 


WETASKIWIN 


Red Deer, Alberta, Canada, 


1 November, 1915. 


Howland Wood, Esq., 
C/o American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway at 156th. St., 
New York City, 
Dear Sir, 

Mr. Duffield has asked me to contrib- 
ute to the Numismatist a list of the Ships Colonies & Commerce 
tokens, to which I have been giving some attention lately, and he 
has offered to illustrate it from any coins I may send him. Of 
course, I would have been all at sea had it not been for Mr. Gibbs's 
List and, more piewier ity yor datas chart which has been of 
the greatest service to me. 

May I put myself under a still greater obligation by 
asking you one or two questions? First, with regard to the enclosed 
coin; I bousht it for your No. 4 on the chart but the obverse dif- 
fers from No. 4 in the following particulars; pennant straighter 
with no sign of the hollow next the mast nor the split poiny; ball 
on mizzen-mast does not hang over to right; mis-cut line projects 


from stern; upper wave at left projects farther and ends like an 
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other purpose, to look at your book on the Blacksmiths and the cut 
of the ship of your No. 9 in that series caught my eye, particular= — 
ly the line running down to left from the flagstaff, which almost 
exactly corresponds to the depression in the same place on my coin. 
Do you think it is the same ship? If so, we have a new combination 
in the Ba&acksmith series, which I suppose might be called 9a. I 
enclose a B. 997, W. 4, for comparison in case you have not one 
handy when you get this. 

May I ask another question? Was there any particular 
reason why B. 999 and 1000 were not included in your chart? r% 
Seems to me if they are genuine there they are as much a part of 
the series as 997. So, for that matter, are 998 and 1002. What 
do you think? I have written Breton about ¥y¥¥9 and 1000 but have 
not yet had his answer. 

Mr. S. S. Heal has given me a lot of help in the study 
of this series and has offered to lend me pieces for illustz#tion 
where I am short but I am afraid even then we will lack some of the 
reverses of W. 54-40. Do you know where any of these could be bought? 
I had rather omit the illustrations than have them incomplete and 
would not think of them at all if your chart was still in print 
and the negative unbroken. 
Thanking you in antivipation, I am 
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Nov. 8, L915." 
Mir. “ilijam A. D. Lees aes 
‘Red Dear, 
Alberta, 
Canada. 
Dear Sirt- : 3 
PE Your letter about Ships Colonies and Commerce Leki Pe 
hand. Although I cannot help you out as much as I would like Ela 
; think I can help you sufficiently. wae Bi 
. Shortly after writing my Blacksmith article I sold both 
my collections of Blacksmiths and S.C. & ¢. tokens to-Mr. W..7. 
Wilson of Montreal. Hereafter I will refer to blacksmiths as B 
My Plk. no. @ was originally so lightly struck that. 
little of the detail could be really.relied upon to work out mi 
differences. As I remember it., I took it for granted i* was, a 
S.C. & C., 3 & 4 Gbv. Your_coin now convinces me that it was ee 
Same obverse die as the piece you have on accotint of the break 0m 
side the flag. This break on mine vas more pronounced than yours. 
and blotted out a good dfat of*theidetail in the centre of the eo: 
ani extended to the pennaht at the top.. My experience with Blks. 
has been that not as manyhdies were used as it would seem but. the 
dies being made by inexperienced peovle, were shallowly cut and: 
properly hardened. Also the coins being manufactured in shops ne 
fitted for striking, more strain came on the dies than if tHey » re 
used in regular coin manufacturing places. Also less care WAS. take 
of these dies so that. consequently they became defaced and ruste ya 
and I am also inclined to thank that the dies were used acain aft 
an interval of several years «ombined with new reverses and new 
pieces struck. I am therefore inclined to think your specimen of y 
Blk. 9 is simply 2 recut die of my S. C. & G. 3 & 4 when brought ; Ante 
play again some years later.CnTkeconuhh of the larger break off oy RH 
: 9 I think my combination showing head was struck a little aftcor ‘your 
combination showing S.C. & C. reverse. You are therefore cuite right. 
in considering this a Blacksmith and calling it 9° and you can draw | 7 
4 a line connecting these tvo sides of the coins. Also you can include 7G 
> it in the S. CG. & C. series, stating also that it is a true Blac skemith 
og You have most lik=ly noticed that I did not include my S. C. & GC. 5M . 
_: and 4 in with the Blks. .This was partly because I had already plac 
them in the $.Ce- & C. group and also I intuitively considered then <a 
eing earlier and not exactly Blacksmiths. Your dibovery to my . 
wbstaniates my view. You can add to the S.C. & G Be 
inat: Dr. Courteau qisee; 


oi iy; ~h ele , its trend). = re > 9 es s ale Lal ' . a ” 
x Why I di not include Breton 999 and J laa Gaerne See 


- Specimen to photorraph, nor have 2 evdetWeen & a Senuaan ‘apes: oer a 


much doubt, has been cast on these two pieces. Me Lachlan oreinen 
sre fabrications and I understand Breton when Balled to account, has 7 
Kept silent about these. I excluded 998, 1002 and 1003 as they only . 
Showed one side in common~vith the S.C. & C. series and if I showed 
: this I would have had to show the Yarious ramifications that these | 
Dea went into. Also I wovld have had to have shown I think with-equal 
‘justice, 095 and 996. 

Outside of a few Canadians I no of no one who ean help you 
except Mic Lachlan, Heal and Courteau. Courteau probably has ‘most of 
my varities between 33 and 40. Wilson has most of them any way but 
he is virtually impossible to get anything out of Yilson. | 

I am enclosing a list I drev up at the time as tc what I 
considered desrecs off rarity. Probably you vill not vholly agree with 

me as rerards my conclusions, nevertheless it ought to furnish you; 

with some information. Do not hesitate to call upon me if you require 

| anything else. I am returning you two coins. be 
a . I remain, 
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Very ARR yours, 


WETASKIWIN 


Red Deer, Alberta, Canada, 


el November, 1915. 


Dear Mr. Wood, 
Many thanks for your kind letter of &th. inst. re 
\ ) Ships Colonies & Commerce series. I have been on circuit since I 
a it, henee too busy to thank you for it before. It will be of 
great service to me, especially the list of degrees of rarity. I 
will use it to modify my own, based on the combined experience of 
Mr. Heal and myself. 
You will think me very greedy when 1 ask another favor. 
If we are short one or two reverses of your 43-40 series may we 
copy them from your chart, making, of course, proper acknowledge- 
ment? 
Since I got back my Blk. Ya, I have examined it again 
and found two new features which I think confirm my idea that it 
is an imitation rather than a re-cut die of W. 3 & 4. There is more 


Space between lower edge of flag and deck then in 4&4 and the after 


in writing to Dr. Courteau some time ago I happened to ¢ 


, mention the combination of your 26 x 17 and he answered that it 


was new to him. He seems to wear the glories of a discoverer lightly. 


7 Iwas lucky enough to pick up a W. 41 on saturday. 
R i wh OnE SS Sincerely, 


ni es . 
December, Bie: 15. 


Mr. A. D. Lees ; | iz rae 
Red Deer, : hie Saat 
Alberta, . 
Canada. 


My dear Mr. Leesi- a 
Pardon my dace}. in not cdkanowslentel ing 
vour letter of November 21st tefore this. — NG. ONS a 


You are at perfedt liberty to senha brie 


you can get naka taseans estan Alps ssl from: them. fi eer 

I desire to consratulate you on picki 
Wo. 41 of the 8.C. & C. series. I consider this pee 
rarest of the hole lot. a 

T am not at 2ll surprised ite: her 
Breton has given you Satisfaction. To tell you the t 
he covldn't very vell without cetting himself into a 
because his attention has been called to several. erro 
ever since eto age has come voit and =e the snkerof 


these same errors in. thet dint eamtnens he got naa ida 
ago. Although Breton has done a good deal for Canadain 
Numismatics, to my mind he has done the series a lét of 
by ‘including everything his attention has been called - with 
out thoroughly digesting the matter before hind « hae 

I remain, be lea 


Very truly yours, — 


' Sertember 26, 1935. 


Hons Wil) jem Ae De Lees 
Wetaskivin, Alberta y 
Ganndae 


Dear Sirs 


Mr. Alfred %. Reed has just 
written us asking is if we had in our. 
library the photographs you made of the 
"Ships, Colonies and Gommerce” tokens 
as he hed suggested that you should send 
the set of photographs to this Library. 
We find thet you heve already sent us 
this set of photographs, 


) 


Very truly yours, 


Hi: JG Curator 


